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The 30 charter members of the Rotary Club Amigos de Milwaukee in the lobby of the Pfister Hotel 
 

CHARTER NIGHT 
On the first full day of fall, September 23, 2009, 
at the historic Pfister Hotel in downtown Milwaukee, 
District 6270 Rotarians gathered to see something 
almost all of them had never seen before--the birth of a 
Rotary Club!  The 30 Charter Members of the Rotary 
Club Amigos de Milwaukee joined friends, family and 
District 6270 Rotarians for a celebration of the birth and 
chartering of their club. A three-piece marimba band 
added to the festive occasion.  "Paul Harris" played by 
Hartford Rotarian Fred Wittenberger was the emcee for 
the evening.   After a welcome by club president Rafael 
Acevedo, each of the 30 charter members introduced 
themselves to the gathered guests.  Past Rotary 
International Director and Vice President Mike 
McGovern said during his remarks--later in the evening-
-that if this part of the ceremony would be posted on 
You-Tube and shown to every Rotary Club as a weekly 
program, "Rotary would be upended for the good".   

After a great buffet dinner, the Rotary Club of 
Amigos de Milwaukee thanked all those who helped 
form the club. Twelve District 6270 Rotary Clubs 
donated items or money for the start-up of the club.  The 
two sponsoring Rotary Clubs from District 6270 were 
Mequon-Thiensville Sunrise Rotary Club and the 
Mitchell Field Rotary Club.  The high point of the 
evening was the presentation of the Rotary International 
Charter Certificate to Club President Rafael Acevedo by 
PDG Tamie Koop.  DG Bill Wresch also administered 
the Club President's Oath of Office to Rafael and pinned 
on his club president's pin.  The club's board of directors 
were also sworn into their offices.   Past RI Director and 
Vice President Mike McGovern addressed the assembled 
Rotarians and guests and challenged them to ask 

themselves what is Rotary?  Mike suggested Rotary 
was principally three things:  Service, Friendship and 
Community.  He also challenged each charter member of 
Rotary Club Amigos de Milwaukee to leave their club 
better than they found it.  After the formal program 
ended and Rafael rang the bell for the first time, guests 
enjoyed dancing and all the charter members gathered in 
the lobby of the Pfister for a group photo to 
commemorate the occasion. 

--John Scherer 
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PDG Tamie Koop presenting Charter Certificate to Rotary 
Club Amigos de Milwaukee President Rafael Acevedo 
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“Paul Harris” Emcee Fred Wittenberger 
 

Rotary District 6270

Newsletter
WILLIAM WRESCH, DG 2009-2010
Office: 920-424-4151 ¥ E-Mail: wresch@uwosh.edu

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Issue 4                                                                                             October 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  
 

  
          

        
       

           
          

        
          

        
          

        
           

        
        

      
       

           
          

          
         

        
        

            
        

      
          
        
        

         
          
           

            
       

        

        
        

         
         

          
           

         
          

   
  

 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
       

 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 



 
 
 

(insert picture Pfister1009) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotarians checking into dinner at Pfister Hotel to celebrate 
Rotary Club Amigos de Milwaukee 
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Past RI Director and Vice President Mike McGovern speaking 
to Rotary Club Amigos de Milwaukee 
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DG Bill Wresch presenting Club President's Pin to Rotary 
Club Amigos de Milwaukee President Rafael Acevedo 
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Rotary Club Amigos de Milwaukee banner 
 
 
BILLÕS BLOG 
As you can tell from the front page of this newsletter, the 
big event since the last newsletter was the Amigos 
Charter night.  It is our first new club in over a decade, 
and everyone is excited about the new approaches they 
are taking.  Meeting from 5:45 to 6:30 with no required 
meal may be a great model for other urban areas to 
consider.  Younger people who have limited time and 
limited money can connect to Rotary without feeling 
they have to wait until they have much higher incomes. 

We had just settled back from Charter Night 
when we were able to host Tunji Funsho, a physician 
from Nigeria who has been central in the polio 
eradication efforts there.  He spoke at three of our clubs.  
The Hartland Lake Country Club presented him with a 
$20,000 check from a recent fund raiser to help with 
polio eradication.  Way to go, folks!   

Last Wednesday, Sue and I drove to 
Minneapolis for Zone.  Zone is a mystery to most 
Rotarians -- it was to me until I was named governor-
nominee.  Each Zone has about 30 districts, and they are 
how Rotary trains future governors.  Our zone includes 
most of the Midwest, and governors go through training 
at 3 zones for about a week each time (governors are 
slow learners).  What was nice this time was talking to 
the other governors about their club visits (most had 
done more than me -- and I thought I was doing well 
with 40 under my belt), and hearing from next year's RI 
president -- Ray Klinginsmith.  He is going to be 
something.  He is the first RI president who was an 
Ambassadorial Scholar.  He loves international projects 
and has some new ideas about how to get more 
Rotarians off on service projects.  Watch for some real 
action with this guy! 

On the subject of club visits, I continue to be 
impressed with the people I meet and the service projects 
I hear about.  I fear mentioning specific clubs for fear of 
slighting other clubs that work hard too, but I do want to 
mention four clubs specifically.  As you know, I 
highlight youth activities as I make my rounds, and clubs 
are doing great things, but here are three clubs that 
seemed especially focused on kids and families -- Fond 
du Lac gives an especially large amount for college 
scholarships, Wauwatosa does lots of tutoring, and 
Elmbrook has a range of activities starting with 
dictionaries for third graders.    

The fourth club I wanted to mention was 
Waukesha Sunrise.  The Waukesha morning folks have a 
really good practice -- everyone shakes hands with 
everyone at every meeting.  They have a "mystery 
greeter" so if you miss a hand you pay a fine.  I hadn't 
seen that before.  I am not sure if it would work in a club 
of 100, but it seems to work very nicely with a club of 
25.  Give it some thought, folks.  It makes everyone feel 
welcome. 
 

Rotary Name and Mark 
Recently all district governors received a reminder 
regarding Use of Rotary Name and Rotary Emblem. 
Rotary clubs and districts using the Rotary name must 
include the name of the participating Rotary club/district 
immediately following or preceding the name “Rotary.” 
When using the Rotary emblem, the name of the 
participating club should appear in close proximity to 
and equal prominence with the Rotary emblem. These 
guidelines on the use of the Rotary name and mark can 
be found on our website under district documents. 

Bob Hosch, Secretary, District 6270 
 



DISTRICT WEBSITE 
 
This month I’d like to introduce you to the District 6270 
website designer, Pattie Pilz of Nsite Designs in Elkhart 
Lake, WI.  This is a full service website design firm with 
over 7 years experience.  We launched the website in 
January 2008 and it continues to change and grow.   
Pattie pays close attention to detail, reading everything 
that’s sent to her.  She’s not a Rotarian so if something 
doesn’t sound right, she questions it.  She’s worked with 
many people at the district/club levels in her effort to 
maintain the integrity of the website.  Some areas, like 
Youth Exchange, require several levels of processing, 
expertise and knowledge.  Believe me, I knew nothing 
about designing a website, but with Pattie’s direction 
and guidance, we produced a terrific product. 

As you may know, Jerry Moses, District 
Coordinator for Programs passed away in August. He 
kept his ear to the ground and found interesting speakers 
with great tales to tell.  I don't have Jerry's gift for 
seeking these folks out but I know people who do - 
YOU!  With DG Bill's blessing, I'll handle this in 
conjunction with the website.  If you've had a terrific 
speaker, with a great story to tell please let me know.  I'll 
need their name and title (if appropriate), topic/ title, a 
brief write-up about the topic, will they travel and how 
far, their contact information and do they charge a fee 
for speaking. Jerry told me some charge so better to 
know this up front. If you have ideas where folks can 
find speakers, pass that along too. With your help we can 
all continue Jerry's great work.   

Do you get the Rotary PR Tips e-mail 
newsletter?  Go to www.rotary.org and type Rotary PR 
Tips in the search engine (upper right hand corner).  
Click on PR Tips e-mail Newsletter and sign on.  It costs 
nothing. You get good ideas and information on other 
Rotary activities.  

Did you know that if you double click on the 
individual left hand tabs on     
http://www.rotary6270.org you can access additional 
information? 

Did you know that our Youth Exchange tabs on 
the District website have been reworked and in some 
cases restructured? 

Did you know that any club name highlighted in 
blue has a website that you can access?   

Did you know that we received a call from a 
club in Texas who found our Youth Exchange 
information so helpful and concise that they asked to 
borrow it?  

Did you know I received a call from a Dad in 
India who visiting his daughter in WI?  He found our 
website and wanted additional contact information for 
several clubs.  

Karen White 
District PR/ Website Coordinator 

 

Vision Facilitators Trained 
 
District 6220 and 6270 Rotarians gathered on Saturday 
September 26 to be trained in the method of Vision 
Facilitation.  Thirteen people who attended from district 
6270 were: DGN Nancy Rhodes, Don Drechtrah, West 
Allis Rotary; PDG Tamie Koop, Sandy Bosin, 
Waukesha Sunrise Rotary; Brian Monroe, Alicia 
Nichols, Mequon-Thiensville Sunrise Rotary; Mary Beth 
Seiser, West Bend Sunrise Rotary; Cecil Streeter, 
Oshkosh Southwest Rotary; Tre Waldren, Berlin Rotary; 
Deb Bruckshen, Judy Slawny, Sheboygan Rotary; Bob 
Hollman, Whitnall Park Rotary; Diana Wolf, GSE 
Alumni. 

Rotary Clubs can learn more about the Vision 
Facilitation process at the District Fall Seminar on 
October 24th in Hartford or by calling either Nancy 
Rhodes or Tamie Koop. 

The Visioning trainers will come to Rotary 
Clubs in a team of either 3 – 4 individuals to facilitate 
Rotary Clubs who desire to do this visioning.  This is 
neither a District nor a RI program; it is a program of 
“Best Practices”.  Clubs do need to supply the supplies 
and accommodate the room set-up needs.   

Clubs desiring to do a Visioning are invited to 
contact Nancy Rhodes or Tamie Koop. 

There is still opportunity to be a Visioning 
Facilitator – the next session is November 14th in 
Appleton, 9AM – 4 PM.  Contact PDG Tamie Koop to 
sign up. 

 

MANITOWOC’S LOBSTER FEST 
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Lola-the-Lobster, Manitowoc Noon Rotarian Chris 
Kornely, icon for the 4th Annual Rotary Lobster Fest 
greets Lobster-in-the-Pot, Rachel Seidl.  Rachel 
participated with Home Care Health Services and 
Hospice group that took 3rd place in the Theme Table 
Contest with the theme, "Lobster Mania." Lobster Fest is 
a joint fund raising program of Manitowoc Noon, 
Sunrise and Two Rivers Rotary Clubs. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DIRECTORY UPDATE DISTRICT 6270 CALENDAR 

(Calendar not complete.  Please check website for 
up-to-date calendar.) 

 
November 5, 2009 - District RI Foundation 
Dinner, Schauer Center, Hartford, WI 

 
December 1, 2009 - Leadership Holiday Party, West Bend 
Country Club 
 
January 15-16, 2010 – Central States Rotary Youth 
Exchange, Schaumburg Hyatt, Schaumberg, IL 
 
January 17-24, 2010 – International Assembly DGE 
Training, San Diego, CA 
 
March 19-20, 2010 – Presidents-Elect Training Seminar, 
Holiday Inn, Manitowoc, WI 
 
May 14-16, 2010 – District Conference, Radisson Hotel, 
Green Bay, WI 

 
New Meeting Location:  Milwaukee North Sunrise 
Anchorage Inn Restaurant 
4700 N. Port Washington Road 
Milwaukee, WI 
(Thursdays at 7:30 AM) 
 
New Phone & Fax Number:  Karen White 
920-449-5271 
 
New e-mail address:  Secretary – Oshkosh Southwest 
Gerald Krueger:  gjkrueger@att.net   
 
New Website – Brookfield Rotary Club 
www.rotaryofbrookfield.org 
 
New Website -  Sheboygan West Rotary Club 
www.sheboyganrotarywest.org 

Rotary District 6270
c/o Sandra M. Shultz
District Administrative Assistant
10405 W. Manor Park Drive
West Allis, WI 53227TIME DATED MATERIAL



RI INSURANCE PROGRAM 
2009-10 INFO 

Recently the 2009-10 insurance information was posted 
on the district’s website under district 
leadership/insurance.  There you will find a program 
summary along with loss control guidelines for use of 
golf carts and other mobile equipment and serving 
alcohol.  The current certificate of insurance is also 
available there. 

Here are some items you should be aware of: 
Coverage for Injuries Sustained by Rotarians 

and Volunteers. The Program does not provide coverage 
for bodily injury or property damage sustained by a first 
party insured, such as a Rotarian or volunteer. All 
Rotarians and volunteers are expected to have their own 
personal health and property insurance. 

Use of Golf Carts and Other Mobile Equipment. 
We have had numerous claims arising from the use of 
mobile equipment. When using mobile equipment 
during a Rotary club/district event, please take 
precautions to ensure the safety of the passengers and 
bystanders. Please review the loss control guidelines for 
the Use of Golf Carts and other Mobile Equipment. 

Event Planning for Festivals, Carnivals, 
Firework Displays, Parades, etc. RI strongly 
recommends that your club enter into written contracts 
with any entity that will be performing services on your 
club’s behalf. The contract should contain provisions 
that transfer the liability risk to the entity that controls 
the risk. Such provisions include indemnification and 
requiring the other party to name your Rotary club as an 
Additional Insured on their general liability insurance 
policy. You should always request a certificate of 
insurance and a policy endorsement to confirm this 
coverage. Local legal counsel can assist you with the 
appropriate contract language. 

Athletic Activities. The Program does not 
provide coverage for payments for medical expenses 
arising from the bodily injury to a person injured while 
practicing, instructing or participating in any physical 
exercises or games, sports, or athletic contests unless 
there is legal liability resulting from the negligence of 
your club/district. 

Interact Projects. The Program provides 
coverage for Interact projects only when the project or 
activity is supervised and controlled by the sponsoring 
U.S. Rotary club. Rotary clubs should require proof of 
health insurance (traveling within U.S.) or travel medical 
insurance (traveling outside of U.S.) for any projects that 
involve the students traveling. 

Providing Additional Insured Status to Other 
Entities. Additional Insured status will ONLY be 
provided if required in a written and signed contract, 
agreement, or permit. An additional insured is a person 
or organization not automatically included as an Insured 
under an insurance policy, but for whom limited insured 
status is granted. Additional Insured status does not 
extend full general liability insurance coverage to other 
entities, but rather provides limited coverage for an 

entity in the event a claim arises from your club or 
district’s acts or omissions. An Additional Insured is not 
covered for its own acts or omissions. 

The cost of this program for 2009-10 is $2.35 
per member. Should you have any questions please 
contact Bob Hosch at 262-965-3101 or by email 
rhosch@wi.rr.com 

Bob Hosch, Insurance Committee 
 
BioSand filters delivered to the 
South Pacific by the US Navy  
You'll recall at our District Conference at the Osthoff in 
Elkhart Lake we collected (through the great generosity 
of our fellow Rotarians) $3,000 to go toward the 
shipment of filters from Grand Rapids, MI to the Navy 
Base in San Diego where they would be loaded onto the 
USS Dubuque for delivery. You'll also recall that about 
at that same time the Swine Flu was raging through the 
population and causing illness mostly among the 
younger generations. Well, it also struck many of the 
crew of the USS Dubuque causing delay of the filters' 
delivery. However, I am happy to report that the filters 
were reloaded onto the USS Byrd and were delivered in 
Samoa. Also, I was informed by Jim Bodenner, head of 
International Aid, that at the last minute Dow Chemical 
provided support for the shipping of the filters to San 
Diego. So where did the $3,000 go that we raised? It was 
used to purchase more filters for later delivery 
throughout the Dominican Republic, Central America 
and Africa. Jim reported that 2,300 filters were 
purchased for Honduras and 1,650 for Ghana.  
  A special "Thank You" to all the generosity of 
Rotarians at the District Conference! 

Gary Hatch, Ph.D., Sheboygan Rotary Club 
Office: 920-458-1427; Mobile 920-917-8760 

email: ghatch2o@charter.net 
 

Group Study Exchange with  
D2330 of Sweden 

In the spring of 2010, District 6270 will partner with 
District 2330 (central part of Sweden) on a Group Study 
Exchange. District 2330 will be receiving District 6270 
outbound team on April 19, 2010.  Exchanges are 
usually four weeks long and include team member 
vocational visits and visits to local business, government 
offices and historical & cultural sites. For a true cultural 
experience team members and team leaders normally 
stay with host Rotarian families during the exchange. 
  Information regarding the Group Study 
Exchange program including team leader and team 
member applications can be found on our District 
website at www.rotary6270.org. District 6270 GSE 
Committee is accepting applications for Rotarian team 
leaders and non-Rotarian team members. Please send 
your applications to Jan Constable, at jrconstable 
@sbcglobal.net or to Alice Sedgwick at 
sseedwick@wi.rr.com. If you have questions please 
contact Jan Constable at 262-784-1997. 



“LONG JOURNEY TO THE SUPER 
BOWL” RAFFLE 

The Rotary Club of Brookfield is proud to announce that 
the Eighteenth Annual ÒLong Journey to the Super 
BowlÓ raffle is ready for kick-off.  We invite all clubs to 
join in this special fundraiser. The drawing will be held 
on Tuesday, December 29, 2009, at 12:30 p.m. at the 
Western Racquet Club in Elm Grove.  The prizes are as 
follows: 

!  Two tickets to the Super Bowl in Miami, airfare 
and lodging 

!  Two tickets to the Pro Bowl in Miami, airfare 
and lodging 

!  Eleven sets of two tickets to a regular season 
game in Green Bay 

!  Five sets of two tickets to an exhibition game in 
Green Bay 

!  Twenty Packers Monopoly games 
The price of the ticket is still $10. Plan now to 
participate in a proven moneymaker for your club.  
District 6270 Rotary clubs have raised over $1.5 million 
for their charitable work since this campaign was started 
by Bob Long, 18 years ago.   So make sure that your 
club is participating and sign up now by contacting 
Sandy Shultz at the Brookfield Rotary office‰! Ó414-
545-5898 (fax: 414-543-4288; email: sanshu@aol.com). 

Joe Gilsinger, Raffle Administrator 
 
ROTARY SPEAKERS 
Jerry Moses' work will continue through the district 
website www.rotary6270.org.   If your club had an 
exceptional speaker who you think others should hear, 
send their name/ title (if appropriate), topic name and 
brief statement, contact information, willing to travel (if 
so how far), and cost (if any) for the presentation to 
Karen White at karen.white@thehartford.com.  

Need a speaker?  Check your newspapers. Did 
you send students to the World Affairs Seminar?  Have 
you asked them to talk of their experiences. Check 
schools and colleges in your area as to what they're 
doing.   Here's a few speakers that have been submitted 
by District 6270 members. 

Karen White  
District PR/ Website Coordinator  

 
October 1, 2009 
Dean Michael Lovell of College of Engineering at 
UWM.  No fee.  Interested mostly in the greater 
Milwaukee region and surrounding suburbs.  Will speak 
on the UWM Growth Agenda and Its Potential Impact 
on the local Industry.  Contact at Michele Kitson at 
kitson@uwm.edu to book.  

Submitted by Michele Kitson, Milwaukee Sunrise 
 
Katie Miller, representing The National Children's Study 
(www.nationalchildrensstudy.gov). This is a national 
program thatÕs looking at the effects of the environment 
- air, water, dust, social/ parental interaction, media 
exposure, chemical exposure and diet, on the health and 

development of more than 100,000 children across the 
US. The goal is long term improvement of the health and 
well-being of children.  ItÕs designed to follow these 
children from before birth to age 21 to see how their 
surroundings may affect conditions such as allergies, 
asthma, autism, obesity, diabetes, and many other health 
issues. Waukesha County has been selected as one of the 
study areas.  It is the only county in Wisconsin that is 
participating in the initial phase of the study, and one of 
only 105 communities across the country that will be 
included in the study. Contact information is:  Katie 
Miller, Community Liaison (414) 955-2368, e-mail is 
mkmiller@mcw.edu.  She can tailor the presentation to 
fit any program length and is excellent at fielding 
questions.  There is no charge for the presentation, and 
she has some very good handouts that are specific to the 
Waukesha County survey.  I believe Rotarians across the 
District would be interested in this, especially with our 
emphasis on the health of youth across the world. 

Submitted by Rob Bassett, Milwaukee Mitchell Field 
 
Judith Neal from Mequon-Thiensville Rotary.  She and 
her husband spent a year in Botswana (he was on 
sabbatical) last year and she became very involved with 
a Rotary club there.  Her story of this involvement and 
the country of Botswana is fascinating.  Especially 
interesting was the Botswana clubÕs use of Foundation 
monies for their projects.  She is willing to speak to any 
Rotary club that invites her.  You can contact Judith 
directly.  Phone #home 262-236-0881, cell 262-369-
1984, e-mail is jcneal22@wi.rr.com 

Submitted by Alice Sedgwick, Mequon-Thiensville 
 
Bob Blazich, Doug Hansen and Brian Monroe -  2010 
Guatemala Mission Trip.  Nancy Neumann is the contact 
for setting up the presentation.  Her e-mail is 
nneumann.earthbound@gmail.com.  She is Brian's wife 
and the co-leader along with DGN Nancy Rhodes for the 
2010 mission.     

Submitted by Tre Waldron, Berlin & Nancy Rhodes, West Allis 
 

SHEBOYGAN WEST ROTARY 
The Rotary Club of Sheboygan West recently presented 
a Paul Harris Fellow to Lori Helmer of Plymouth, WI.  
Lori is a member of LESPWA and has been to Haiti 25+ 
times over the past decade delivering Power Flour, 
medical supplies, clothing, etc to Haitians.  Lori is a 
dental hygienist and uses her talents to help the children 
of Haiti. 
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Tom Hartzell, chair of the club's International Committee, 
presented the PHF to Lori. 


