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It’s the merry month of May! I am borrowing a line
from the Lake Country Rotary club – where at their
meeting they state, “Welcome to Rotary” and the entire
membership replies “The Greatest Club on Earth.” Talk
about power, inspiration and motivation – it is amazing!
One thing it does for sure is re-charges the battery on a
weekly basis.

In March, starting with the PETS, it continued
with Spring Assembly on April 4th and finally with the
District Conference, this District has planned and
delivered programs and events that informed and got
Rotarians fired up in Rotary to do more, to be involved,
and to be proud of this organization. Were you there?
Were you part of the inspiration? If you were – you
were part of something truly special. Plan on joining us
in the fall with the Fall Seminar and bring another club
Rotarian with you. It will be another super program.

Overheard at Spring Assembly: “Wow – I did
not know that about the 4-Way test.” “ I learned that
some clubs fine members for scooting early.” “I learned
that other clubs say, the 4-Way test just before the
adjournment bell.” “I learned we are missing out on
International understanding by not hosting a Rotary
Exchange Student.” “I learned we have a really good
up-to-date district website at www.rotary6270.org “ “I
learned we have lots of dedicated Rotarians in this
district.” “I learned how I can promote my Rotary club.”
“I learned that the district leadership really does want to
help us succeed.” “I learned the district is chartering the
Amigos Rotary Club of Milwaukee before the end of
this Rotary Year.” “The Hartford Rotary Club was
featured in the Rotary Video Magazine with their
partnering project with the High School students to build
a house.” “ I learned that with these tough economic
times – one club has asked each Rotarian that can, to
donate $20.00 to go into a fund to assist in paying the
dues of a Rotarian who has lost their job.”

These are powerful statements about what was
experienced by Rotarians of all experience levels at the
Spring Assembly – which is designed for strengthening
the abilities of the incoming year’s club officers and club
Rotarians.

We are now in the stages where we start to ride
out the “Make Dreams Real” theme of the Rotary year
and start to gear up for the next Rotary year. I urge you
all to not to loose site of the purpose of the “Make

Dreams Real” year – that was to help reduce child
mortality. Continue the projects started this year –
locally and globally – as we are making a difference!
Each day – you make a difference!

Yours in Rotary Service,
Tamie, DG

DISTRICT ASSEMBLY
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One hundred eighty-three eager Rotarians attended the
Spring District Assembly on a beautiful Saturday
morning, April 4, 2009 at Hartford Middle School. More
than 80 of the Rotarians were walk-in registrants!
District Trainer Betsy Rozelle, DG Tamie and DGE Bill
welcomed Rotarians to the opening session. The first
session was an outstanding live web-site demonstration
of the District Web Site by District Web Site Chair
Karen White. The District Web-Site is now 14 months
old and it is improving every day. If clubs have a
newsletter or an event they would like on
the web site, please contact Karen White. Her contact
information is in the District Directory, which is
available on-line. The District Web Site is at:
www.rotary6270.org.

After the opening plenary sessions, Rotarians
had a choice of six breakout sessions from 9:10 until
10:00 AM and six more from 10:15 until 11:05.
Breakout sessions included Secretary/Treasurer duties,
How to Tell the Rotary Story, Youth Exchange
Paperwork, Business Ethics, Public Relations--telling
the Rotary Story and Successful Service Projects. This is
just a partial listing of the outstanding sessions offered.
After the breakout sessions, District Trainer Betsy
Rozelle asked Rotarians for examples of the best thing
they learned so far that morning. Responders received
Easter eggs launched from the podium--mostly on
target! Betsy was heard to say, "That was a
peppermint patty flying through the air!"
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The final activity of the Assembly was a 
discussion among clubs of the long-range plan for their 
clubs.  Club members discussed how they would 
implement the Rotary International Strategic Plan's 8 
goals in their clubs.  As with Rotary International, the 
District 6270 #1 Goal is polio elimination.  Betsy asked 
selected Rotarians how their clubs would implement the 
goals of the RI Strategic Plan. 

The Milwaukee Rotaract Club closed the 
meeting with a raffle drawing. The raffle tickets will 
support blind children in Milwaukee at a 1/2 day 
"kinderfest" in Germantown.  Final district raffle prize 
winners included 50-year Rotarian Richard Klumb from 
the West Bend Noon Club. He has 45 years of perfect 
attendance!  Rotarians left excited about the remaining 
Rotary Year and the upcoming District Conference on 
April 24-26, 2009 at the Osthoff in Elkhart Lake, WI. 

--John Scherer 
 
 
(Insert picture White509) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
District Web Chair Karen White demonstrating District Web Site at 

District Assembly, Hartford Middle School, April 4, 2009 
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District Rotarians at Assembly 
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DGN Paul Decker speaking to class at District Assembly 
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DGE Bill Wresch showing off his door prize at the District Assembly 
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Richard Klumb, West Bend Noon Rotary Club, a 50-year Rotarian 
with 45 years perfect attendance!! 

 

WEST BEND ROTARY CLUBS 
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On Tuesday, April 7, David and Nancy Slinde presented 
a program on their El Salvador projects to a joint 
meeting of the West Bend clubs.   David is a member of 
West Bend Noon and Nancy is a member of West Bend 
Sunrise.    Before the program began, they were 
surprised by Paul Harris awards from their respective 
clubs.  

The Slindes first traveled to El Salvador in 2004 
and realized that water and sanitation were a major 
problem, resulting in high child mortality rates.    They 
began looking for partners and working with their 
respective Rotary clubs here, with Club Rotario in El 
Salvador, and with Engineers Without Borders at UW-
Madison they have accomplished much in the last two 
years.    A water system was put in place in January 
2009, and they plan to build a bridge over a ravine for 
both pedestrians and pipelines in January 2010.     

They visited the local school and  realized that 
literacy was a problem because most classrooms only 
had one book, which the teacher read to the students.  
With book donations from Holy Angels school in West 
Bend, and the purchase of additional books using a 
District Simplified Grant, they have improved the 
situation at the local school and provided work books for 
the young and text books for the older students.  

On their last trip, when they had a little extra 
time, they tackled the housing problem and with the help 
of the West Bend Sunrise club they provided enough 
roofing material for sixteen houses.      

Their commitment goes one step farther Ð 
theyÕve recently accepted a mission and will be moving 
to El Salvador for two years!   That is truly ÔService 
Above SelfÓ! 

--Mary Beth Seiser 
 

 



WHAT DO MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND 
HIGH SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS HAVE 

IN COMMON? 
Clearly, this message is intended to confuse anyone who 
reads it.  It confuses me. It is hard to understand but here 
are the facts as they exist  at the present time which need 
some help and District resources. 

The Attic Workshop in Hales Corners, WI 
receives large quantities of donated medical supplies and 
equipment which they get from many hospitals and other 
health care entities. They sort and package much of what 
they receive and give to many organizations who ask for 
them for the foreign missions they minister to.  Over 50 
volunteers at the Workshop are involved in this worthy 
cause.  Many supplies are so numerous they get put in a 
dumpster and disposed of at a municipal dump because 
no one wants them.  When I have given them a list, they 
can usually supply most anything I need for our missions 
in Haiti with enough notice and are more than happy to 
do so. The Appleton Rotary Club has a similar project 
collecting surplus medical supplies and equipment which 
they have been sending overseas for over 20  
years. 

A Madison Rotary Club collects used high 
school text books and sends them to foreign missions 
before they are discarded into dumpsters.  Discarding 
used text books is very common and done by most 
schools who have no use for them or space to store 
them.  I was recently looking for a few books and 
approached Greenfield High School in Milwaukee to see 
if they had any they might give me.  They told me that 
representatives from Madison Rotary were there a few 
weeks before to pick them up in Milwaukee and take 
them back to Madison. A Milwaukee publishing 
representative suggested that they would help make 
contacts to keep many books from the dumpsters. 

What is wrong with the above two scenarios? 
I recently presented two new projects to our 

District World Community Service Committee 
suggesting that the Committee consider some similar 
projects in our District which would take money but 
more importantly, people, transportation, storage and 
container connections to make it all happen.  And by the 
way, it will take some people who are interested in such 
projects to get on board to establish a team that is willing 
to undertake such a significant opportunity to help the 
many missions all of us serve throughout the world. This 
idea is something new in that it is not just  
about money but getting our hands dirty. 

I would be pleased in meeting or talking to 
anyone who might have a similar interest in helping 
establish the resources to make something like these two 
projects happen in our District. 

--Bob Hollman 
District 6270 Simplified Grants Coordinator 

 
 

DELAVAN-DARIEN  
ROTARY CLUB 
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Pam Patterson, executive director of Agape House, a 
Christian Ministry working with girls and young women 
from ages 12 to 28, spoke to the Delavan-Darien Rotary 
Club at Lake Lawn Resort on April 6, 2009.  Pam and 
her husband Ben founded Agape House in 1998.  Pam 
and Ben have foster parented over 100 children in the 
past 20 years.  They have also taken guardianship or 
adopted nine children, making them parents of 11 and 
grandparents of many!  Pam told Rotarians that broken 
homes and sexual assault have become epidemic in 
America.  Young girls resort to sex, drugs and alcohol 
and acting out to mask the pain of difficult family life.   

Agape House offers a number of services to 
young girls in Walworth County Wisconsin.  Pam stated 
that she has begun to receive calls from all over the 
United States for placement of young girls. 
Transitional living, respite care, counseling, parental 
support groups and financial counseling are just a few of 
the services offered by Agape House.  Parents are 
charged only what they can afford, and no girl is turned 
away because of inability to pay.  The flag-ship program 
of Agape House is the Agape Home for Girls.  This is 
full-time residential care, combined with personalized 
education and counseling services, all supervised by on-
site house parents.   

In conjunction with Agape Home, Agape 
Christian School offers studies for girls 12-18.  Many 
girls go on to college after graduating from this 
program.  Pam closed by telling Rotarians that as the 
Lord helps young girls overcome the effects of abuse, 
addiction and hurts of their past, they can be set free to 
walk in victory.  Agape gets some funding from United 
Way, but the vast majority of its budget comes from 
private donations.  Agape House can be reached at 
262.275.6466 or agape7@pensys.com.    

--John Scherer  
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 DISTRICT 6270 CALENDAR 

(Calendar not complete.  Please check website for 
up-to-date calendar.) 

 
June 20-26, 2009 – World Affairs Seminar, Carroll 
University 
 
June 21-24, 2009 Rotary International Convention, 
Birmingham, England 
 
July 1, 2009 – New Rotary Year! 
 
November 5, 2009 - District RI Foundation Dinner, Schaur 
Center, Hartford 

 

 
DIRECTORY UPDATE 

 
Plymouth's President, Derrick Hermann's email has 

change to dhermann@bizwi.rr.com.

Rotary District 6270
c/o Sandra M. Shultz
District Administrative Assistant
10405 W. Manor Park Drive
West Allis, WI 53227TIME DATED MATERIAL



PRESIDENTS-ELECT  
TRAINING SEMINAR 
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Past Rotary International President Glenn E. Estess Sr. welcoming 
Rotarians to PETS 2009 at Radisson Paper Valley, Appleton WI 

 
One hundred ninety-one registered President Elects and 
President Nominees from Districts 6270 and 6220 met at 
the Radisson Paper Valley, Appleton, WI, March 20 and 
21, 2009 for the President Elect Training Seminar for 
(PETS).  The host club for PETS 2009 was the Appleton 
Rotary Club.  President Elect Curt Detjen welcomed 
assembled Rotarians on Friday Morning, March 20th. 
Appleton Rotary Club members Kathy Dreyer and Dave 
Rothmann served as Sergeant at Arms and welcomed 
arriving President Elects and Nominees. Past Rotary 
International President Glenn Estess also welcomed 
assembled Rotarians.  District Governors Elect Bill 
Wresch (D6270) and Mary Schwaiger (D6220) 
presented the Rotary International Theme for 2009-10, 
"The Future of Rotary is in Your Hands".  Rotary 
International President Elect John Kenny of Scotland 
unveiled the theme at the International Assembly in San 
Diego in January 2009.  The future of Rotary will not be 
shaped at RI headquarters -- it will be shaped in each and 
every Rotary club," Kenny said, "because it is for each 
of us -- as Rotarians – to do what is necessary to keep 
Rotary strong."  

Rotarians then transitioned to individual district 
sessions and a breakdown session by club size on how to 
set club goals.  The luncheon speaker was Bob Stuart, 
past RI Director and RI Constitution and By-Laws 
Chair.  Bob movingly told of attending an NID (National 
Immunization Day) in Benin.  Four million children 
were vaccinated in three days.  Bob emphasized that 
Rotary International is fully committed to completing 
the job of stamping out Polio.  Last week in India, for 
example, 100,000 babies were born and there were no 
new cases of polio throughout the country!  Bob told us 
that "we will keep our promise to rid the world of polio.  
No one is safe until we're all safe."   

After a break-out session by club size on the 
topic of "Service Projects", Regional Rotary 
Membership Chair (RRMC) Diana Reed spoke to 
PETS on membership.  In an emotional and powerful 
presentation, Diana told Rotarians of a pillar of the 
community who ran a gas station for many years and 
hired people no one else would give a chance.  This 
outstanding member of the community was very service 
orientated and really made a difference in his town.  That 
businessman was Diana's dad and no one ever asked him 

to join Rotary.  Diana asked, "Do you know people like 
my dad who would be great Rotarians?"  "Why haven't 
you asked them?"  PDG Steve Wilcox, (D5960, 
Minnesota) Rotary International Vision Facilitation 
Chair, spoke of the visioning project he started for 
Rotary.  Visioning is a great way to establish a multi- 
year plan for your Rotary Club that every member of 
your club can get behind and support.   

Past Rotary International President Glenn Estess 
spoke to PETS after the evening meal.  He stated that the 
Rotary position he liked best was being president of his 
local club.  Glenn has, of course, held many, many 
Rotary Positions.  He is the incoming Chair of the 
Rotary Foundation.  He told a story of a young deaf girl 
in Mexico.  Because of a Rotary Matching Grant 
Program, the young girl received a hearing aid that put 
an unforgettable smile on her face and her mother's face. 
Glenn then told us that we much meet the challenges of 
the future and the number one goal is to finish the job of 
eradicating Polio.  Bill Gates' challenge grant of $255 
million dollars is very exciting and will help finish the 
job.  Glenn closed by saying that Rotary is not put in 
your life to save, but to share.  Rotary International is 
doing good in 200 countries and territories throughout 
the world. 

Saturday morning's speaker was Upper Midwest 
PETS Council Chair and PDG Judy Herlache.  She 
spoke on her recent trip to Kano, Nigeria for an NID 
(National Immunization Day).  Her 12 person team 
vaccinated 7000 children in five days.  Judy also showed 
pictures of the wheelchairs that the Rotary Club of 
Kuduna builds for polio victims.  On Friday, Districts 
6220 and 6270 had raised $7332.00 dollars for the 
wheelchairs--enough for almost 50 wheelchairs!   After 
another breakout session, Zone 28 RI Director 2009-11 
Tom Thorfinnson spoke on "What Would I have Done 
Differently".  PEs were commissioned and the session 
closed by Chair Judy.  The 2010 PETS will be at 
Radisson Paper Valley, Appleton, WI , March 19-20, 
2010.  

--John Scherer 
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D6220 and D6270 President Elects checking in at PETS 2009,  
Radisson Paper  Valley, Appleton, WI  
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Upper  Midwest PETS Chair  Judy Her lache, welcoming PETS attendees 



 
PETS - continued 
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PDG Steve Wilcox, D5960, Presenting Rotary Club  
Visioning at PETS 
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DGE Mary Schwaiger, D6220 (L) and  DGE Bill Wresch, D6270 (R) 

Presenting RI 2009-10 Theme 
 

 
CELEBRATE NEW 

GENERATIONS 
One of the most important contributions we Rotarians 
can make to our youth is the intergenerational transfer of 
leadership. It’s all about growing the next generation of 
leadership for humanity.  Within our global association 
of Rotary and carrying out its mission, we are uniquely 
positioned to prepare the next generation to be positive, 
contributing citizens of the world.  

Within each of your clubs, focus and celebrate 
those programs and initiatives that support our youth and 
develop our young leaders of tomorrow. Our Rotary 
clubs are supporting many organizations and causes of 
young people. We give scholarships, sponsor student of 
the month guests at Rotary meetings, host foreign 
exchange students, send our local youth to another 
country on youth exchange, support Boys and Girls 
Clubs/ Boy and Girl Scouts, provide equipment and 
uniforms for high school band or athletics, sponsor safe 
post-prom parties, fund drug and alcohol prevention 
programs, initiate literacy programs and mentoring, and 
provide leadership and career development 
opportunities.  This list goes on and on and is only 
limited by Rotarians’ imagination.   

Don’t wait for September, New Generations Month 
on the RI calendar to tell your story.   Take action NOW. 
Engage your local newspapers and other media venue, 
and use your websites to raise public awareness of 
Rotary programs for youth:  

!  Youth Exchange: 
Profile a host family – what they gained by 
hosting an international student in their home, 
what makes an effective host family, why your 
family should become a host family. 

Profile an inbound and/or outbound student – 
what was it like living in a country other than 
your own and learning a new language and new 
way of living, how were you an ambassador for 
your country, what were the rewards and 
challenges of discovering a new world. 

!  Interact: 
How Interact, Rotary’s organization for high 
school students, benefits both student 
participants and their Rotarian mentors. 

!  Rotaract: 
Focus on how Rotaract clubs for young, up and 
coming professionals of 18-30 are developing 
their leadership skills and high ethical standards 
which they apply in their business and 
professional lives.  

!  Ambassadorial Scholars: 
Profile an Ambassadorial Scholar that your club 
sponsored—what was the impact of the studying 
in another country on their career, how is their 
life different as a result of this experience. 
Foreign Correspondent:  Have your current 
Ambassadorial Scholar report regularly while 
abroad on their experiences, what are their 
impressions and accomplishments, what are 
their insights into international events.  
 

Each Rotarian is an example for youth.  We serve as role 
models as we practice high ethical standards in our 
business and professional lives and demonstrate through 
our actions the value of “Service Above Self”, that 
regardless of the challenges in the world, people can 
make a difference.  By reaching out in fellowship and 
service we can transform ideas into action and Make 
Dreams Real. This example of leadership is what our 
young people will want to emulate.  They will our future 
Rotarians!   They will be our peacemakers! 

--Catherine Zimmerman, Past District Governor 
 
 

Every Rotar ian Every Year  (EREY) 
Every day we have an opportunity to make a difference 
– in the lives of people in our community and the world.  
DG Koop has asked each Rotary club to contribute this 
year to the RI Foundation – last year (as well as this 
year) at PETS the then President-Elect set a goal for the 
club to contribute to the RI Foundation.  The suggested 
amount is at least $100.00 per Rotarian.  Please make 
sure that your club does reach or exceed that goal.  This 
giving is an opportunity and 50% of the donated dollars 
comes back to the district to allocate to projects in 3 
years.  Clubs are encouraged to send the funds to RI 
early – either periodically throughout the year or early in 
the month of June.  Please do not wait until June 29th to 
remit the dollars.  Waiting to the deadline causes errors 
to occur and then takes more time to clean up by follow-
up work.  Also, please let your fellow Rotarians know 
that they should be receiving letters of acknowledgement 
of their donation to the RI Foundation from the RIF. 


