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¥ NEWSLETTER

TAMARA KOOP, DG 2008-2009
Office: 262-542-4471 - E-Mail: tkoop@wi.rr.com

GOVERNOR’S
MESSAGE

1t@ March BLiteracy month in the world of Rotary.
During this year many Clubs and Rotarians have
included Literacy in the work of District 6270 in
local communities as well as in the world. These
efforts have included dictionaries to every student
in third-grade classrooms, books on birthdays,
tutoring at agencies, and giving books to libraries as
the speaker gift. These are just a few P there are
many more. Keep up the great work on this Rotary
program as well as the othersin the District.

During the months of January and February
this district had numerous Rotarian ambassadors out
in the world doing serve for the good of mankind.
There was the Guatemalan Medical Relief Team B
where medical attention was given to over 1,000
people who needed assistance. Another group was
in Haiti working on several different projects,
dental, vision, technical school and water. The GSE
team that went to India returned home on Feb 7™.
Look to see many of these Rotarians at the District
Conference in breakout sessions or in the House of
Friendship to learn more about their experiences. |
am confident you will gain ideas or learn how you
can link in for afuture trip. There are several teams
in final planning stages, like the team going to
Nigeriain May.

Bill Wresch, our DGE (District Governor
Elect), returned from Internationa Assembly
charged up to begin his year as your District
Governor in July. The theme of (Rotary is in your
HandsOfor 2009-2010 is truly very fitting to follow
the M ake Dreams Real Otheme. Many clubs started
action with new programs or grew membership in
2008 B 2009; here is the opportunity to continue to
build and grow the programs. Look for hisarticlein
this newdl etter about the new challenge to End Polio
and listening to Bill Gates, Jr.

March 2009

Finally, I am asking all clubs in this district
to make sure there is a delegation from every club at
the District Conference at the Osthoff Resort April
24-26. Rotarians should have received the
conference brochure in the mail. If you did not B
please check out the information on the district
website at:  www.rotary6270.0rg On-line
registration is up and running for you. Aswe finish
out this Rotary year we are gearing up for the new
Rotary year. Make sure that your club President
Elect and if you choose the President Elect
Nominee are attending PETS on March 20-21 in
Appleton. All Rotarians are invited to attend the
Spring Assembly on the Morning of April 4" in
Hartford.

Yoursin Rotary Service to Make Dreams Real,
Tamie, DG

Pay it Forward -- Or --
Why should Rotarians work

with youth!

| recently attended a lunch and learned about the
future generation. We know they are wizards when
doing anything technical, or working computers, or
playing soccer or video games. All things they have
practiced or done repeatedly. Think about your
own younger years what did you do repeatedly or
what did you practice? There are some things this
generation has not learned B we as Rotarians can
assist them by: helping to develop socia skills, in
preparing them for work or joining clubs or in
resolving conflictsin life.

My generation, a.k.a. baby boomers, learned
to share, play well with others, how to start
conversation, how to write and print, said please
and thank you, knew to respect others, had part-time
jobs and spent all day if needed playing baseball.



We shared a bedroom and sometimes a bed with a
sibling.

Please do not lump individuals in this
generation together -- as there are exceptions —
some of their weakness are: they don’t know how to
share, they do as they are told, they don’t know how
to sign their name (they can print it), they are not
sure how to solve problems, they cannot look
someone face to face to talk to them (poor in
communication skills). Some things they are good
at: they excel in technology, they are sophisticated
academically, in High School they have as many
opposite sex friends as same sex friends, they
expect gender equity, they are more world traveled
and they grew up having their own bedroom — then
we send them off to college and they have to share a
dorm room with another person. (Conflict — might
not know how to resolve in a win-win). Very often
they get jobs because of connections — not because
of their work experience.

Bottom line — make sure that you or your
Rotary club works with youth. This can be Rotary
Youth Exchange (RYE), Interact Clubs, or any
other youth opportunity. Please reach out and assist
in communication skills, politeness, respect, conflict
resolution, and social development skills. Hint: A
turnoff is -- when giving an answer don’t compare it
to your upbringing.

Now think about this information here and
apply it to recruiting and retaining members in
Rotary. Times are a changing!

DG Tamie

Rotary International 2008-2009
Presidential Membership Conference-
Phoenix AZ January 9&10

I had the great opportunity and pleasure of meeting
RI President D.K. Lee and many other great
Rotarians at one of only two Presidential
Membership Conferences held in the United States
this year. When D.K. Lee was the DG in Korea, he
set the record for forming new clubs and
strengthening Rotary’s base and has continued to
carry that torch as he moved up through the ranks of
Rotary. D. K. is very soft spoken and his actions
speak louder than his words. The first day of his
presidency he presided over the chartering of a

Korean ethnic focused club in Chicago. From there
he was off to Australia, then to New Zealand, then
Philippines and to a couple countries in Africa
hosting these Presidential Membership
Conferences, yes all within the first two weeks of
his presidency. I would hope that these actions
from our president would inspire all of us to get our
“Ask in Gear” and invite someone to a Rotary
meeting.

An invitation to visit a Rotary meeting starts
with each one of us, for that is how most of us
became members. Ask yourself why you joined, I
bet it is different than the reasons that now keep you
involved and active in Rotary. Worldwide Rotary
has more clubs than ever, but clubs are shrinking
and our membership has hovered at the 1.2 million
mark for years, in essence we are losing the
retention battle. Our district is experiencing the
same challenges and I am more than happy to work
with you to reverse that trend. Our district has
many leaders that can team up with your clubs to
help you experience improved retention. I ask you
to remember that membership is an outcome of
strong and exciting clubs. Look in the mirror and
ask these questions. Does your club do or have an
enthusiastic mentoring program, conduct vibrant
meetings, encourage exceptional fellowship and
support meaningful service projects? If the answer
is yes to all or most of these, than congratulations,
your club is relevant, if not than some immediate
changes are in order.

Paul Harris said that, “we do not have the
right to waste people’s time”. Great news, Rotary is
extremely relevant! Now we must ensure that our
club’s remain relevant in order to retain and attract
new members, especially those from the next
generations. Each club is different and has their
own unique personalities, so brand your club.
Successful companies and their products all are
branded to share their benefits to the public.
Successful clubs need to do the same. Have your
club come up with a unique “tagline” or “elevator
speech” that tells your market what you have done,
is famous for, or your mission statement. Now get
all your members on board and have it on all of
your printed material and on your home page. That
exercise alone would make for an interesting club
assembly meeting and will definitely strengthen
retention. [ would be more than happy to be a
presenter at your club and share more of these ideas
and together we can be inspired by D.K. Lee’s
actions.

Brian M. Monroe, District Membership Chair



Bill Gates Shows Additional Commitment
to Rotary and to the Polio
Eradication Effort

On Wednesday, January 21, Bill Gates announced that
the Gates Foundation would contribute an additional
$250 million to Rotary’s polio eradication efforts. That
is a huge amount and worth all the press it got, but it is
clear to me that his commitment to this campaign goes
well beyond money. Here are some items that did not
make the newspapers:

1. Gates did not announce the award from his
Foundation offices. He flew to San Diego to
make the presentation at the annual training
meeting for new District Governors. Part of his
reason for coming to San Diego is that he
wanted to have a special meeting with the DGEs
from Pakistan, India, Nigeria, and Afghanistan.
He met with them separately to explain his
personal efforts in this campaign.

2. Gates has PERSONALLY participated in an
immunization program in India. He joined
Rotarians in going door-to-door to immunize
children.

3. Gates has committed to traveling to Nigeria this
fall to participate in an immunization day there.

4. During his thirty-minute presentation in San
Diego, Gates demonstrated a knowledge of the
disease, its transmission, and evolving
eradication efforts that made it clear he KNOWS
this disease and how it is being attacked.

Those of us lucky enough to be in San Diego that day
were all convinced that this is a man whose commitment
extends far beyond writing a check. Polio eradication is
personal to him. He will be a fabulous partner as we
close down the last of the world’s polio cases.

Bill Wresch, DGE

Passing of District Governors

Our district has had three Past District Governors
die recently. They were: Lloyd Larson, Elkhorn
Rotary, 1977 —1978; Phillip Orth, Milwaukee
Rotary, 1961 —1962: Al DeSimone, Kenosha West
Rotary, 1975 -1976. We extend our condolences to
their families and friends.

DISTRICT FINANCE/EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEES

The District Finance committee, comprised of DG
Tamie, DGE Bill, DGN Paul, DGNN Nancy, and
District Treasurer John Scherer met on Wednesday,
Feb 4, 2009 at M.J. Stevens in Slinger. The purpose of
the finance committee meeting was to work on the
District 6270 Budget for Rotary Year 2009-10. The
District receives income primarily from the 58 Rotary
Clubs in the district. The District Levy is $30.00 per
year per Rotarian. As of December 2008, there were
3368 Rotarians in District 6270. The District also
receives about $7000.00 per year from Rotary
International to help defray District Governor Expenses.

The largest expenditures yearly for the district
are District Governor Expenses, support to the World
Affairs Seminar, Rotary Youth Exchange and Group
Study Exchange. The District Finance Committee
approved a proposed budget to be forwarded to the
District Executive Committee.

T e mwdal

The District Executive Committee met on Feb 4, 2009 at
M.J. Stevens Restaurant in Slinger. Present were DG
Tamie, PDGs Mike and Ted, DGE Bill, DGN Paul,
DGNN Nancy, District Foundation Chair Bob Nolan,
District Secretary and PDG Bob Hosch, GSE Co-Chair
Alice Sedgwick and District Treasurer John Scherer.
After approving minutes from the previous meeting, the
Exec Committee approved the proposed 2009-10
District 6270 Budget for submission to the membership
at the business meeting during the District Conference in
April. The proposed budget will also be sent to every
District Club President at least 30 days prior to the
District Conference. The District Membership will then
be asked to approve the budget for Rotary Year 2009-10
at the Business meeting.

John Scherer



DISTRICT 6270 CALENDAR

(Calendar not complete. Please check website for
up-to-date calendar.)

March 20-21, 2009 - Upper Midwest PETS, Radisson Hotel,
Appleton, WI

April 4, 2009 - Spring District Assembly — Hartford Central
Middle School, Hartford, WI

January 2009 - Group Study Exchange — Outbound - India
April 2009 - Group Study Exchange — Inbound - India

April 24-26, 2009 - District Conference, Osthoff Resort,
Elkhart Lake, WI

June 20-26, 2009 — World Affairs Seminar, Carroll
University

June 21-24, 2009 Rotary International Convention,
Birmingham, England

July 1, 2009 — New Rotary Year!
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EVERY ROTARIAN EVERY YEAR
Club Annual Giving Goals

Club goal setting is vital to the EREY effort and the key
tool for measuring your club’s progress in achieving all
of The Rotary Foundation’s fundraising goals. When a
goal is specific, manageable and achievable, it will instill
club members with motivation and commitment,
increasing the likelihood the goal will be met.

Goal setting is more than a way to ask for
contributions to the Foundation. It’s a way to help every
Rotarian understand how vital his or her support is to
carrying out the Foundation’s mission of improving
health, supporting education, and alleviating poverty.
Through each individual’s contribution, the Foundation
has the combined resources to improve people’s lives on
a tremendous scale.

At the presidents-elect training seminar (PETS),
please be sure that your club sets its 2009-2010 annual
giving goal. A form will be distributed to each PE at
PETS. Be sure to fill it out and give the form to our
district governor-elect, Bill Wresch. The club goal and
percentage of goal achieved will appear on the District
Monthly Contribution Report.

History shows that clubs that set goals follow
through with them. As we set our goals for the coming
year, think about the number of lives we can touch by
helping to Make Dreams Real for people around the
world.

Bob Nolan
District Rotary Foundation Chair

ZONE F MEETING

On a bright sunny January 20, 2009, more than 60
Rotarians from Zone F gathered at Randy's Restaurant in
Whitewater, WI for their annual joint meeting. Zone F
includes Rotary Clubs from Burlington, Delavan-Darien
Elkhorn, Lake Geneva, Mukwonago, Whitewater and
Walworth-Fontana The Whitewater Rotary Club was
host for the meeting and Whitewater Club
President Aurelio Callope welcomed assembled
Rotarians. Zone F Assistant District Governor John
Stensland also welcomed Rotarians and introduced the
new Zone F Assistant District Governor, Rick Debe,
from Mukwonago.

The program for the meeting was a talk by
Whitewater Rotarian and Lawyer Mark Olm, an 18 year
Rotarian. His talk was about Orphan Act. Orphan
Act is a long-term multi-district project to help orphans
through in-country Rotary Clubs. Orphan act was
founded by Steve and Billie Moksnes of the Kihei-

Wailea Rotary Club in Hawaii and is currently
working in Russia, the Philippines, Uganda, Egypt and
Romania. The focus of the Zone F meeting was the
Rebrikha Orphanage in Barnaul, Siberia. Since the
break-up of the Soviet Union, there has been an
explosion of orphans because of family break-up and
economic hardship. Virtually every town in Siberia has
an orphanage. The workers at these orphanages are
working very hard to take care of the children, but their
resources are very limited. Young children from
toddlers to age 7 are kept in a pre-school orphanage.
The children have very little privacy and almost no
possessions. The staff is not able to give them any
personal attention. This leaves the small children to
teach themselves how to dress, eat and even potty
training.

Through Rotarians in Barnaul, Siberian, the
Whitewater Rotary Club donated $1000.00 for the
Rebrikha Orphanage. The project was for life
skills training for orphans aged 8-16. The $1000 bought
kitchen equipment needed to teach life skills, especially
important for female orphans. Orphans in Russia are
considered second-class citizens and they almost all have
very low self image. The life skills course gives
them the skills to make it in society. The Whitewater
Rotary Club is now planning a longer-term project to re-
do the bathrooms in the orphanage. The bathrooms are
in very poor shape and badly need replacement. The
Whitewater Club is also working on a grant from Rotary
International.  Just last week, the Whitewater Rotary
Club sponsored a Old Year/New Year Party for the
orphans. They are also hoping to provide birthday
parties for each of the 42 orphans in the Rebrikha
Orphanage. None of the children in the orphanage has
every had a birthday party. Only $20 can give each
child a birthday party.

In closing, Rotarian Mark Olm asked each club
in Zone F to commit for $300 per year to help support
the orphanage in Barnaul. Interested Rotarians can find
more information on Orphan Act at:www.orphanact.org

John Scherer

Water and Sanitation News

March 22 is World Water Day. Some statistics
regarding The Global Water Crisis:
1.1 BILLION people lack access to clean
water.
2.6 BILLION people are without basic
sanitation.
1 Child DIES from a water-related disease every
FIFTEEN SECONDS.
Preventable water-related diseases kill nearly
6,000 each day. What is YOUR CLUB doing to help
reduce these numbers? For additional information check
out www.wasrag.org - the Water and Sanitation Rotary
Action Group. For programs on what other clubs are
doing to help, contact Rob Bassett at
robofremf@aol.com or 414-350-6090.




Future Vision Plan —
District Vote

The RI Foundation Future Vision Plan is an
opportunity for this District to be involved in
creating the processes in which we will all (Districts
in the world) use as the RI Foundation reaches the
100th Anniversary of the Foundation in 2017.

The mission of the Rotary Foundation is to
enable Rotarians to advance world understanding,
goodwill and peace through the improvement of
health, the support of education and the alleviation
of poverty.

The Foundation's new mission, along with
its new motto - Doing Good in the World - was
approved by the Foundation Trustees and the RI
Board and endorsed by the Council on Legislation.

Q: What impact will this have on my club?
A: Simplify Foundation programs and processes
such as Matching grants. Focus Rotarian service
efforts where the efforts will have the greatest
impact. Offer program options to achieve both
global and local goals. Increase the sense of
ownership at the district and the club by transferring
the decision making to the district level.
Gain greater understanding of the RI Foundation's
work and enhance Rotary's public image. In other
words -- as Rotarians contribute to EREY -- more
impact is seen.

Q: How will this happen?

A: Clubs are asked to become informed. An
introductory session was held at Fall Seminar. Ask
for a speaker from the district to come and share the
information -- PDG Mike Slawny is a potential
speaker, contact Mike at: mike.slawny@we-
energies.com. Or visit the RI website -- use the
search box and type in Future Vision Plan.

Q: What's the vote about?

A: In order to develop new processes for the Rotary
world, the Foundation is asking 100 pilot districts to
be involved. District 6270 would like to be one of
those pilot districts. In order for District 6270 to be
apply -- a 2/3's affirmative vote is needed from all
the District Rotary Clubs. This vote will be either
at PETS (March 20/21) or at the Annual Meeting at
the District Conference (April 25). DG Tamie is
seeking clarification from RI to who can do the
vote.

Q: After the vote -- then what?

A: If district club vote is in the affirmative, then the
District proceeds in making application to RI be one
of the 100 pilot districts. If selected as a pilot
district -- then a district team will attend training
and begin the new process of RIF. If the vote is not
affirmative then the district proceeds as we have in
the past utilizing the RI Foundation processes.
After the 3-year pilot is concluded then District
6270 will use the new processes.

Q: What is the district recommendation?

A: The district leadership -- next three DGs, the
Executive = Committee, the District Rotary
Foundation Committee, as well as the Grants/World
Community Service Committee all recommend an
affirmative vote.

Stay in touch in regards as to when the
District 6270 vote on the Future Vision Plan will
occur. District Rotary Clubs are encouraged to
have a program on the Future Vision Plan. Clubs
need to discuss either in the committee of the whole
or at the Board meeting.

Congratulations to....

Gilbert J. Dosemagen, of the Kenosha Rotary Club
who was recently honored for his “Service Above
Self” to the club.

President Ken Tregellas, of Mitchell Field for
being the first president to submit his Presidential
Citation Form!

Rotary Club Amigos de Milwaukee for working
on the process of organizing as a new Rotary Club
in our District. Please watch for more information.
All Rotarians and guests who have utilized the
Early Bird fee reduction factor and have submitted
their District Conference registrations!

Members of the District Conference Planning
team and Members of the Waukesha Sunrise
Rotary for hosting the 2009 District Conference.

DISTRICT ASSEMBLY—
SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2009

Join Paul Decker DGN and Jerry Moses as they
host a breakout session to assist your club with
future programs. Please encourage participation in
this session.



District 6270 Giving Birth to a New Club
I’m sure that most of you did not even know that we
were pregnant. Sorry, this is not an article from the
“Onion”, but I had to do something to grab your
attention. The formation of a new club does have
similarities to a pregnancy. First is does not happen
overnight, there is a period or care and nurturing to
ensure a health start, going though the name
selection process, choosing a location and of course
the anticipation of the delivery to the world of
Rotary, the “Chartering Night”.

I would like to invite all Rotarians in our
district to join us at our weekly check-ups. Date
and time of meetings are Tuesday from 5:45 p.m. -
6:30 p.m. at Quimera Cocina Boricura 631 W.
National Ave Milwaukee. The name that was
chosen was to show the warmth and friendliness of
this new club. Its name is, “Rotary Club Amigos de
Milwaukee” and, like all Rotary clubs, is open to
all. The only difference is we do not have a meal
component, so dues will be lower and meetings will
only run 45 minutes. You may know of future
Rotarians that would embrace the format of this
new baby.

Part of the nurturing process includes
identifying speakers to draw in additional
prospective members, so please direct any
interested speakers to me so that I may coordinate.
We are not going to have an official shower, but
nonetheless gifts would be greatly appreciated.
This baby needs everything to get started, so please
look in your closets for unused items such as: bell,
gavel, US Flag, old badge boxes that you may have
outgrown, and the list goes on. If your closets are
empty, gift ideas are available from Rotary vendor
catalogs or money for specific items would also be
greatly appreciated. On our wish list is a website
and then we could also post our progress too.

I know that after continued weekly check-up
meetings we should be able determine the delivery
date and it will be cause for celebration as our
“Chartering Night”. To warmly welcome this baby
and show our support I would appreciate a great
turnout at this special event. To enjoy a healthy
start, adoptions are encouraged or at least a big
brother/sister to stop in once in a while. The
healthy future of Rotary requires growth in every
club and for new clubs that will draw in younger
members and this new club is doing just that. I
hope that this is condition is contagious. I'm
already looking forward to this baby’s first birthday
party!

-- Brian M. Monroe, District Membership Chair

Email: monroe.earthbound@gmail.com

DELAVAN-DARIEN ROTARY

Joe Troast, Delavan-Darien Rotary Club member spoke
to the Delavan-Darien Rotary Club on January 26, 2009
at Lake Lawn Resort. The topic of his talk was his
adopted brother, Afzal Troast. Afzal is from
Bangladesh. Afzal grew up in a "poorest of the poor"
village in rural Bangladesh, a low-lying country just east
of India. As an infant, his father left the family, leaving
him in the care of his mother and grandmother. Afzal's
mother was murdered by local tribesmen when he was
only 2 years old. His grandmother then tried to raise
him. Working in the rice paddies to support himself,
Afzal contacted rheumatic fever and became sickly. He
turned to begging to support himself. Soon he was so
weak that he could no longer beg to feed himself. He
knew he had to go to the big city to get help to save
himself. Traveling on a large barge, he traveled to a
large city. Upon reaching the city, he was so
sick he couldn't get out of the boat. He was carried out
of the boat and a group of nuns took him in. These nuns
arranged for him to travel to the United States to get the
heart surgery that would save his life. Joe Troast's
parents knew of these nuns and they had often taken in
orphans and young children when they were in the
United States for medical care. Afzal soon found
himself in the United States for life-saving surgery,
which was successfully completed.

Since Afzal had no one to go back to in
Bangladesh, Joe's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Troast adopted
Afzal. Afzal became an extremely hard-working
citizen of the United States. When he was in his mid-
twenties, Afzal went back to his village in Bangladesh to
help his cousins. Using money he had earned in the
United States (which was a small fortune in
Bangladesh), Afzal put in water wells and built schools
and an orphanage. His wife, also from Bangladesh,
helped to run the schools and orphanage. Afzal and his
wife now have three children and live in
Holland, MI. They are currently in Bangladesh,
continuing the help they started more than 10 years ago
in his village. Now in his mid-thirties, Afzal runs two
group homes in Holland, MI that help needy Americans.
He also runs the Hakim Development Fund that helps
people in Bangladesh. All the Rotarians at the meeting
agreed that Afzal is an outstanding example of "service
above self", Rotary's motto.

--John Scherer



DISTRICT CONFERENCE

By now you should all have received your
registration brochure for the 2009 District 6270
Rotary Conference. If for some reason yours was
lost in the mail or on your desk, you can download
the form off the District website at
www.rotary6270.org and either fill out the form
online or drop in the mail.

This year’s Conference has fun to offer for
everyone:

Golf Outing at Quit Qui Oc
French Bistro Cooking Class
Road America

Free time to explore the resort and
surrounding area

Plan now to attend so you don’t miss any of these
Conference Highlights:

I Meet and Greet Reception for new Rotarians
and First Time Conference Attendees — This
is your opportunity to meet the Governor
and the District Leadership and learn how to
get the most out of the District Conference.

I ShelterBox — Tom Henderson and his group
will have a ShelterBox set up along with all
the accessories the kit includes. Come check
it out!

' Ambassadorial Scholar Katie Krueger will
discuss her non-profit school lunch program
in Dakar.

I Roger Cram will share his story about the
Children of the Dump in Nicaragua and how
Rotary is changing their lives.

I Joe Dittmar, 9/11 survivor, will answer your
questions about what really happened on
that historic day.

Any questions please call Steve or Barb Berndt at
262-547-8840.

Reminders

v Make sure your club President Elect is
attending PETS and is prepared to complete
and submit required forms. President
nominees are welcomed also.

v" If the Rotary club has a change in
Secretaries -- submit all contact information
to District Secretary Sandy Shultz.
sanshu@aol.com

v Club secretaries are reminded to send
monthly attendance numbers in to Sandy
Shultz, sanshu@aol.com by newsletter
deadline date of the 10™ of the month.

v Club Presidents are reminded to submit
forms for awards and the other required
information by the stated deadline date, end
of March or other dates.

v’ Start recruiting your car-load(s) of attendees
to Spring Assembly on April 4™

v" Promote and attend the ‘Make Dreams Real’
District Conference on April 24-26!

v Now is the time to be discussing for the
future -- how every Rotary club could
sponsor an Inbound or an Outbound or both
RYE youth!

v Now is the time to start recruiting for the
2009 — 2010 GSE experience. Rumor has it
that we are heading to Sweden.

DISTRICT ASSEMBLY
SATURDAY,
APRIL 4, 2009



